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Debbie Kruger spoke to
the biggest names in
Australian music for her
new book, Songwriters
Speak. In this exclusive
extract, Nick Cave explains
why he can be ‘real happy
and write a sad song’

K Cave is a spiriteal man so |

decaded the best way o start was with

a confession. 1 was a complete Mick

Cave svirgin® | said boldly, “Tm no

silting here before you having speni

20 years falling af your feet. i was a
read expenence ior me o leam yvour work | went on
1 pOATREY.

i, good,” he respondel “And why hadn't von
1stened 1o it before™

“I never went in that direction.” | admitted. * think
the kind of mussic that | was info might be the kind of
miusic you would abhor”

“And wou thought that | was a miserable bostarnd
and yvou didnt want o know” Cove smid, eye-
bBieows rased

“Something like i, ves"

He nodded. "Well. 1 know deep down that | will
always be knd of manginal and that my music s
going to be universally liked, that your average person,
whatever teal ey be, & ol going Lo really uke o my
view ol things

“But it's the only view [ have; it's not something that
I can do amything about. And | happen to be very Sxnd
of my view of things, so0 | don't have any desire o do
amything differently. But | do undepstand that it's not
for evendhady”™

Andl wath el we stnrlesd o interview al Cane's
office = an unkempt one-bedroom lal — in Hove,
near Brighton on England's south coast,

Nick of time

Four of The Australian’s resident

fans choose their favourite
Nick Cave lyrics:

Insectinsect insect insect incest insect incest insect

Mick the stripper

A-hideous to the eye

A-hideous to the eye

‘Well he's a fat little insect

A Fat hitthe imgeset

A fat bitthe insect

A fat litthe Insect

And oovooseoh! here we go again

Nick the Stripper. from Prayers on Fire (1981)
= fatthew Stevens

And like some ragged stranger

Died upon the cross

And might | say it seems so fitting in s way
He was a carpenter by trade

Or at least that*s what 1"m 1old

The Meccy Seal, from Tender Prey (1988)
— Ko Murphy

Has the way you write songs changed since the
earllest days?

Yep P've abways worked hard at iy bt these digs —
at least for the lpasd five vears — | work a veny strici
routing with somgwriting. Which comes o a degres
with a lifestyle change ax well Cieiting up eary,
coming nto this rooim and staying here 6l abot fve
oclock | do theat every day that 'm not on tour or
making records of doing otler tings. And [ gues
that's something to do with some notion that the
muse 15 wnrelsnbbe

5o you have to be on standby for t2?

Yeah, o walk in and be prepared. And so this office,
o met, represents periods of incredible frastratbon and
also amasng pefods

Dhees it get easier, the process of connecting with

the muse?

Y¥iou have less doashis The wary that | wimte is. | have
a project 1o di, and | come in and do it 1 sy “Today
'm going 1o stan writing songs for the new meeopd”
Imvariably there’s a three-week period of not being
able 0 write ampiheg and s a deeply nestrating
|:t|.'|'i-:|-|.I. But that becomes bess ond less so sy
becise | know now affer 14 albums that eventually
It COmees

You're never flooded with inspiration between
projects? You might just be walking along with the
kids and an idea for a song comes to you?

Mo Iim taking everything in and my inspimtions come
from evenywhere, They come from the good and the
bad anl the beautifisl and the ughy and deeply Roawed
things and exraordinary things. They come from
witlching really bad movies, from watching really
great movies, listening to really bad music, preat
mausic, | find evervithing is either telling me what not
1o o o whint o do. So vou absorh stuff without really
reakising il

You've said that you flled the veid in your life left by
your father's early death by writing. While you"ve
written a novel, plays and film scripts, why have you
focused most of your enengy on writing songs? Is the
song a mare powerful form of ant?

Yes Ifs becanse rsic s rght ap there at the top of

Amateurs, dilettantes, hacks
cowbays, clones

Thet streeds groan with little Caesars
Hapoleans and ¢—-5

With their building blocks and their ting
plastic phones

Counting on their fingers, with crembs
dorwn their froms

‘I wrote that
song under
very difficult
L'jI'L'Ll msilances
. . . about three
days into
some drug
rehabilitation
clinic’

Darkest with the Day, from No More Shall We Parr (h01)

= Stephen Rome|

Those heathens you hang with down by the sea

All they want to do is defrock you
I ko @ river, where we can dream

It will swell up, burst its banks, babe, and rack you

But if you're gonna dine with them cannibals

Sooner or later, darling, you'ne gonna get eaten
Caanidal"s Hymn, From Ababfoir Blues (20048)

- Gpargina Safe

OTHER Australian musicians inteniewed in

Sovnigwriters Speak Include: Rolf Harris, Hamy

Vanda and George Young, Ross Wilson,
Glenn Shomock, Tim and Meil Finn, Deborah
Conway, Paul Kelly, ames Reyne, Christina
Amphlett, Danidel fjohas, Archie Roach and
Kasey Chambers,

Juky 30-31, X006 & Wilkces Ammeaias

DARKER Is

the lndder in regand 10 the effect tht it can have on
me As opposed o the effect that a movie, or even a
book. can have on e, | love the immediacy ol inesic,
the reliability of a song. tat you can play it again three
weeds ler and r sl does the same thing o you, and
the mystery of the whole thing I don't know why one
node alone is just this kind of idiot nokse bt vou pa
anoiher mole nexd o ol that saddenly can om indo
sormething thid can change your s | suppose there's
sumething in the fset that my  faher  abaays
considered rock music to be dght down the bodbom,
Like it was something nol even really worth wipsing
vour shiees on. My fnther dnenmed thd Bemture and
poeiny were the great spinteal aspimtions of mankind.
| abacmys felt like | was doing the wrong thing with
music; | should have been doing something mere
worhwhile, Undil it suddenly dawned on me that |
was. That. actually, massse 1o me mewes 4 hell of a lot
more, il reaches o deeper part of me than books that
I've resad.

Do you hold up your bedy of wark as a worthy
example of lilerary achievemeant?

Lin o good day, ves | do, On o bad day, definitely not
The whole thing with writing and making music is tha
when I'm in the morment with i, | feel Bke o differemn
person, | feel ke whiat I'm doing is the greatest thing
ol oy Ehat | hivve done bat that has ever been done.
It's this extmondinany feclim | pet e sanwe leelinm
performing live on stage, that B feels like Pmoexactly
the kind of person that | always wanted 1o be, Unfior-
tunately, when | go off stage or when | finish a recond
and it gets sent back 1o me and 1 have it in my hands,
it's very anticlimactic. | realize 'm just this gy like
everybody else Ciie of the reasons | never listen fo my
music back or mever listen o live recordings of what
I b s becanse of this temible fear | have that [ won’
be able to regain that feeling once | actually book at it

Your subject matter has been on the nasty side as
opposed ta the happy, Muffy side.

[ dom® really relate to the happy, fully side In dee
pmvishe theat [ like, | relate (o tagedy amd (o smlness and
o vickence, to aggressiveness. | find that exciting and
| hawven’t ever thought aboast that or questioned that.
At the same time | find ceradn songs of praise veny
exciting as well, bt a song of praise ar a good uplifting
song i usiElly sugpesting an evillness by s absence.
Wiat I'm nod imberested im is songs that don address
that ut all

You've sald *All love songs must contain deende™,
Dwvap sorrow. If a love song, of amy sang, i never
truly happy, how dio you account for the heartfelt joy
in the songs of, say, Stevie Wonder, or a song like
Wemdernol World?

[ think Waonderfid Wold is putting forward alimost a
polemic, that it is o wonderfiel workd. I's saving we ane
all sulfenng. and we may see this world as a bad place,
bt I'm here b tell vou that it's a wonderfl word, the
dark sacred night and the bright blessed day, and to
look for these kinds of things. And 1 think that's oveny
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beautifil thing, bt bn some way §' the springboand
o Hee notion had it achally =0 o goosd world

How does a sengariter summon deep somow? Does
ane have to have experenced it?

EBveryone’s expenienced somow. | don'tl think e
experenced it any more than anyones ek, | don' ever
considber nnsell to have been an unhappy' person. e
had troubles Bke anyone else, so | don't know,

It's Interesting that In the [oy of your mariage, you
wrobe & song called My Sarroudful Wife,

Well, you met her (Cave is merried 1o sctor Susie Bick
andl they have twin sons, Anhur and Enadh,

She losoked pretty chirpy to me,

She ks chirpy, Bul there is a sadness thst lves in my
wile, that 've neticed. That | noticed fram the stan and
I fowmwd deeply nitmective,

Daes It concern or bother you If people don't get your
sense of humour?

It et really. It does bother me thit pedaple dismis
what | do becnuse they're under the impression thal
I'm st this

Lugubsious?

That Ifs just this misemble shiv “Oh | don’t Esen o
thaat Ko of st Becaese of whisl they've med aboul
it. When n EBact toy could quite possibly enjoy it

I you wake up and you're particularly happy, it's a
beautiful day, and you walk down here, whore does
the sormow come bo you from?

Ifs irrebvant. My moods, such as they mre, seem 0o
have: misthing 1o do with my clroumstinos wihiibso-
ever, 1i's really 1o do with the wiiting and the use of
words and rhyme I 1 can sit down and write o line,
then put another one mext o it and it dymes
beautifislly, it echoes back amd forih in the dght wry,
amedd 1t can be deeply wad, 1t ean make me happier than
ampthing. | can feel extrmordinanily hapgpy about that
It ha moihang o do with my emational state, what |
wrie | can be real happy and write a sad song | only
have o sat down mid plisy s A oalsor Chord, T just
ks you in thit kind of framse of mdnd: rsically, thad
chord suggests all the somow in the workd

You described love songs as the ldea of ““the cry ol
one chalned to the sarth, to the ordinary and to the

COVER STORY

mundane, craving flight, a flight inte Inspiration and
Imagination and dhvinity"". Did Info My Arms
exemplify that?

| wrobe that particulsr song under very dfficull
circumstancess | wrabe & bew songs like thae, bat gt
one | wrote about three dmys into some drug
rehnbilitntion clinke. You were allowed our of the
clinic i you went to chunch, and 1 lad gone o church
that iy, i was & Sunday, ond Nd come back and | was
feeling very il and sai down and wrode thal very
(usCKEyY, and | didn’t have Jur_',.‘.lllillg thiers 1 Fl|-|1_'|' . o,
I had the melody in my head. So even though that
particular sojoum  into  rehabilitsgon didn't work
laughsl, at beast [ got o good song out ol i

Hotwithstanding Kylle Minogue's considerable
contribution, did you see Where the Wild Roses Grow
as a commerclal hit?

Mo

it must have amused you to think about what all the
people who bought the Murder Ballsds album on the
strength of that slngle would have made of e,

Yeal | was on Top of the Pops teo weeks running
with Kylbe, trving to fumble my way through the song
And teen | I'Hﬂl-:':ll'll'lll:'r g n & by shap petting o oy
for my son and this e kikl coming up o0 me in a
Power Fangers outfil, awd e goes, “Are you et old
gty that was on with Kydie Minogue the other night™
Hie vwns st this Bidle kid, but he really lved the sang,
And I'm just lke, [Under his breath] “Oh, f— off, you
e bvtnrdl” [Lacghs] But it suddenty occumed o me
that tsese poople may oven be bidng the rocond and
it dooply troubled me.

How Australlan do you think your songwriting is?

| think in some respects s very Austmlian because
many aspects of the kind of world Pve created ane just
pllered from other Lands, so that Tyve created oy own
setting anl world For my songs to pliy out in. | have
enomous ke for much about Ausimlia The
coundnaside, the bush and all that ssufl, Bud there's bits
of Amenca and bits of England and I've ereated my
oot aedepue lindd | think thars quite samilar to o bol
ol Austmlan  cmmema, 0 Aostmlian  songwnting
Australian society. I©s lamgely o kind of hybeid,
rvngrel society

SOMER TS Spaaks By Debbie Knnger S40 95 will e
parllished by Fmelphipres on Toesdmn:
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Man in black: Nick
Cave, right, says he
leves the immediacy
of music; from far left,
on stage with thi
Birthday Party; a duet
with Kylie Minague in
Codney (n 1996



