Influenced by Thailand, Indonesia,
Arizona, New Mexico and, most
importantly, her mum, Wendy Taylor

has filled her house with colour
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traveller’s tale

W:.'mlj' Tavlor amd her husband Ross bowght this 159405 Ouecis-
laniler in Brisbane then nwwved the whole house down o Byron
Bay (i regular event on the N5W north coast nowadaysh, Since
them, thie old louse has been given o boght new personalioe througl syin-
pathetic restoration and  renovation, some  inirepid
paintwork, swind an almost accidentsl decorting process These pages: Wendy's son Geolfrey, a land-
than, for an sishamed collector like Weacdy, is ongoing,  scape gordener, has crontod a protly, easy-
There were some logicil changes that hel 4o he  care garden asound hor colousful bouse. An
mwvcle 1o the house as soon as it was grounded on the  cld Queenslander, It was transporied down
Talors” propeny, “We mrned it back o [ront so tlese from Brisbane to start a new [He in Byron Bay.
the vermndahs were on the northern side, then opened
up the rest of the house. Quecnslander-sile houses cin be guine dark
inside, s 1 just had o get more light in there, Yellow and white is really
ligghe canuel Dot amed this area, Byron, sws sunshine,” Wenedy expliains.
The oled limo zanel ddoawely carpet were mken up oo reveal beautilullv pre-
served ki pine floorboards. To create a new, larger bathroom, the »
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Wendy[s flair for colour is obvious:Fyellowrand white is

A bisfoslid dooes from the old foyer were taken off and moved o thi siede
of the hotse, where the spacious dining room now mects the garden,
Notwanting o over-capitalise on the howse, Wendy decided that mak-
ing a statement with colour was the best route, Her iravels o countrics
such o Thailind and Indonesia atrcted her o the brilliance of brigh
pinks against rich greens and golden yellows, Exploring the Amencin
sontliwest, notably the desert landsapes of New Mexico and Arizona,
brougln additional influences, while sojourns 1o haly
are evident in the wse of termcotta and the odd picceon Abovo: the kitchen Is the centre of activity In
the witll or shelf that ates heether eonsideranion. this openhearted house. Mear rights artefocts
And then there are hee ehildbood influences, "My collected duing her travels through Asla
mother™s hovse was painted eream and wimmed with decomte Wendy's home. Far Aght: Deslgners
burgundy and lime green. Back then, everyone was  Gulld Samarkand fabede drosses hee new soln
shocked by these colowrs, When she came (o visit here,
I said, “Mum. this is e houwse hat T was broughe wpoan®,” Wendy cecalls,
Wendy bl the sobi specially made and covered with Drilliam yellow
Samarkand [whric by Designers Guild, “When we ordered the house we
ordered the sofa, becanse Tihoughn by the time we put the howse wogeth-
er we might not be able 1w afford a beantiful sofa,” she explains,
The main bedroom s another imprompte combination of colours
and materialy, and Wendy admis it is the least feminine part of the
house, “You have o give in sometime,” she sys, grnning. The cunains =
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= are e Troon Bsbric boughe in Thailand, and the mushroom pink
primt ean the walls wies Trom atin Ross G in the shed ™. The bedeover
was miadde Troom an ol sheer thar Iud the vighe mix of mushroom, blee

andd creim, sl thae coshions are from Heor Over Heels T vreen By,
While she has abwiys fonnd shopping overseas a very rewan eling expe-
rience, Wendy is equally deveted o a handiul of Baron Bay shaps, such
s Privane Lile, which both imports fernitare and sells

Above leli: towels and peeossories lend
colour mnd varlety to the esseniially almple
bathroom sehama. Abave right: n sumpic-
ous net adds romance to the maln bedisom.
Lefi: native flowors dress o gulal eormor.

focally lamdcrafied  picces. The fourmeire dining
table, seating up 0 18 people, came from Byromn
Designworks, s is made of reoveled Iocsl dmber, A
generons sonl and wonderful coak, Wently Belicves o
dining room table is for feasting. With on 1 L-mere long

expanse to [l from the Kiwhen w the garden, finding
the huge tble was o blessing. She and Boss Fel it there were no din-
ing cliirs that could possibly match, =You just had o bave thie Tovely
clean line,” she explains. Eventually they found some suitahly simple
Benelies ot an antique shop in the nearby village of Bangaloo,

With s Barge termacoita workbenel andl serrazeo wop, the Kichen is
albways the contre of activite in the house, Wendy Tolids conrkingg clivsses m
B unaler the auspices of the Byron By Coaking Schonl sl ihi Jawy
Luch Club, where her expenise in momning Taylors” Conntry Grest
Flessie, also on MeGettigan's Lane, can be shored with locil mowvices, [




