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ninherent love of life
wrd all things

convivial

underiines Wemdy
Tuylors approach to
everything she does, from
nunning o suecessfil isiness
to gerving upa simple but
sumptunis afternoon tea.

Wendy's Scottizh and
Englizh parentage has
imbued in hera natural
tendency towards genteal
pastimes, but combined with
an Australian preguriouzness
heightened by 17 years in
Byron Bay on the far north
ooast of NSW, even the most
traditionnl of Fiuals are
lakuneed by informality,

Nowhere iz thiz more
evident than when Wendy
sorves afternoon tew, Served
in teapols from her extensive
callection, Wendy has astory
to tell about ench pot, as well
s a wealth of information
hout the history and
etiquette of tea drinking,

“I became interested in
teapsts when we were in
England 17 vears apo where
I met o lucdy who invited me
for afternoon te,” she anys,
“Ehe was a teapot collector
anil had the most amazing
collzetion, and I thought, “ob,
I'd love to have lots of
teapots like that', but you
kmow, they'ne 2o expensive.”

Wendy says it has been the
guesthiuze she and hor
husband Ross own that first
gave flera reazon to star
enllecting. “If people are here
fora few dave, vou don't
want to give them the same
thing all the time,” ehe says,

Taking tea with Wendy on
the verandah of Taylors, the
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Debble Kruger Is in tima for an Australlan tea poured
from an Orlental pot In the best of British traditions.

first thing to ohserve, then, is
which teapat she selects,
Today, she potrs from a
celaion teapot from
Thailanel, made of erackled
ETEET-WiN OO rammic.

“We've hal this 2 bong time
and the tea stains are
coming through. It doesnt
lesnk, bt it's potting darkor
down here," Wendy points
out.“The shape is perfect,
and also the handle, beciuse
it has something to put
wour thurml an o vou can
bakance it well.”

Decorutive pots, such 4=
one in the shipe of a duck
that spews out the tea when
it i poursd, is a favourite of
the neighbours children.
More commonly wsed teapots
are mose-covered vessels,
sturdy brown ones Wendy
describes as "perfect for tea
= very utilitarian”,
intricately desipned pot=
from the Euxst and those
Fiven o= gifts by well-

meaning fricnds and puests
which don’t end upin the “1oo
vulpar” cupbanrd,

Wendy has no time for the
stainless steel vadety often
used by cafes and motels, nor
for the hi-tech gliss versions
with in-baiilt infusers.
‘There'’s samething about
china that just feels Aght,”
shesays,

Although she loves to loaok
inantique shops, Wendy i
loathe to spend excessive
aminis on teapols. “Tnless
it czn goin a dishwasher, [
clon't really like it, although [
think fine china does make
nicer tea. Probubly the most
EXPENEVE one we have i
warth 120, althouph, some

- we have bought over the
- years would be worth a lot of

mioney now. Unforiunately,
they're waiting to po to the
mender'’s because chips kave
come ot of them," she says,
Wendy fondly recalls her
childhood snd afternoon teas

with her family — dressing
upy, polishing shoes, eating
eitke, then, playing in the
binglies while aunts poasiped.

“Atoneount, [ nevor saw
her beapots because she
alwiys had these amozing
tonpeot cosies — hig
erinolines with dolls on them
ar very fancy embraidery, or
Inee, There was anotler aunt
who'd only ever use silver,
When you looked at your
roflection in the silver you
were all distorted ..., that
was rather fun, oo

Nowadays, taking time for
alternoon tea affords Wendy
the opportunity te unwind at
the end of the day and
pripare for the evening
ithead, On weekends ghe
ot tea for fremds, s a
o] exeuse bocat the cakies
il Bizctits we feel o bil
jruilty about,” she 2ays,

AL Taylors, afternoon feais
aritual guests expeet, Hight
dlown Lo the bace eloths and
linen. The preferred tea is
locally-gmown Madurs, which
Tens no tanmin and low
caffeine, but guests can glso
choose from the popular
blenids of Darjeeling, English
Brenkfast, Ead Gray and
Prines af Wales, 15 well gz
herbal teas. Wendy likes milk
in hertea, although inthe
summer 2he leaves it out Lo
keep the beverage lighter

“People 21l arpue about
whether to put the milk in
first or after. I prefor putting
it in first, becauze then you
don't have tostiri”

And the best sugarto
use? “None,” ehe says,
aclding, “Would vou like
anatlser bismnt ™
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